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Why Energy Codes? 



Why Energy Codes? 

•  Buildings consume 40% of the world's raw 
materials and energy  

•  Advances in technology 
•  Today’s buildings may be around for 75 years 



U.S. Energy Consumption Over 
Time 



Policies for energy efficient buildings 

•  Governor Dayton’s Executive Order 11-2 sets a 
statewide goal of improving energy efficiency in 
buildings of public facilities by 20 percent in 
order to create jobs and decrease operational 
costs for Minnesotans. 

•  Requirements by cities for buildings built with 
public dollars to be LEED-certified  

•  CIP financing for Energy Efficiency 
improvements 

•  Building codes 
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Status of National Energy Codes 
 
 
 
 

        
    



         
 
 
 
 
 

Status of MN Energy Codes 
 
 
 
 

        
    



Update to Commercial – 
from ASHRAE 90.1-2004 to IECC 2012 
Went into effect June 2, 2015 
 

•  About 30% more energy efficient than previous code 

•  ASHRAE 90.1 2010 option. Includes mandatory 
commissioning for both options 

•  Lighting upgrades 



Update to Residential – from amended  
IRC 2006 to amended IECC 2012 
Effective February 14, 2015 
 
 •  Roughly 20% more efficient than previous code 
•  Mandatory blower door test – 3ACH50 
•  More efficient windows, insulation 
•  Mandatory duct blaster test when ducts are in unconditioned 

spaces 
•  Balanced ventilation (added by DLI) 



Rationale for Minnesota to adopt IECC 2012 

• ARRA requirements – IECC 2009 
• Skipped last code update 
• Minnesota has always been considered a leader; it was 2012 
– do not fall behind 



Minnesota Code  
Adoption Process 

• ICC update every three years 
• Administrative Process 
• Technical Advisory Committees review proposed preliminary 
draft by DLI, propose changes via SONARs, vote. 
• Commissioner of DLI finalizes draft for CCAC 
• Draft goes to public comment & agency review 
• Administrative Law Judge hearings (if necessary) 
• Governor’s approval 
• 6 month training process until enforcement (for residential 
energy code) 



Next Minnesota Energy Code Update 

•  In 2018, DLI will begin the energy code 
adoption process again with likely effective 
date of 2021 

•  The IECC 2015 has a compliance path of an 
Energy Rating Index (with minimum 
requirements) 



Resources for Residential Energy Code Compliance 



Minnesota Energy Codes  
Compliance Collaborative 

•  What: A group of stakeholders that come together on a 
regular basis to explore common interests and address 
obstacles related to energy code compliance 

•  Why: To establish a forum for identifying and tackling 
obstacles to improving energy code compliance (eventual 
goal 100%) 



Mission Statement 

Our mission is to facilitate compliance with the 
building energy codes in Minnesota through a 
collaborative stakeholder effort, to better coordinate 
actions affecting energy code compliance, and to 
identify and prioritize steps needed to achieve 
compliance with building energy codes. 
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Work to-date 

•  Hold meetings to identify biggest issues and solutions 
with meeting new energy codes 

•  Created subcommittees to deal with specific issues 
•  The Interpretation and Verification committee completed 

a "Common Practices" document to assist building 
officials with new aspects of the residential energy code. 

•  Website went live 
http://www.mnenergycodecompliance.org/  

•  Planning education/training events 
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Contact	Informa6on	

www.mnenergycodecompliance.org		
	
Alison	Lindburg,	Fresh	Energy	
lindburg@fresh-energy.org	
651-294-7140	
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